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The Associated Students of The University of Montana 
Resolution regarding the Employee Free Choice Act 
March 25, 2009 
Senate Bill Number SB49-08/09 
Authored by: Svein Newman 
Sponsored by:  Senators Matt Fennell and Emily Schembra 
 
 
Whereas, graduating students are entering into the largest wealth disparity in American history, as well as 
 recession, making it hard to find well-paying jobs and repay student loans; 
 
Whereas, wages have not kept up with productivity increases or inflation; 
 
Whereas, unionized employees make 30% more than non-union workers and are 59% more likely to have 
 employer-provided health insurance; 
 
Whereas, a 5% increase in Montana unionization rates would generate an additional $76 million in wages; 
 
Whereas, increased worker salaries would increase state revenue, making it easier for the State to fund 
 higher education at appropriate levels; 
 
Whereas, the Employee Free Choice Act would empower workers to freely choose if and how they want to 
 form unions, establish meaningful penalties when employers violate workers’ rights, and 
 guarantee that workers receive a contract within a reasonable amount of time; 
 
Therefore, Let it Be Resolved that ASUM endorses the Employee Free Choice Act and encourages the 
Montana congressional delegation to do the same. 
 
 
Therefore, Let it Further Be Resolved that ASUM send a copy of this resolution to the Montana delegation. 
 
 
Passed by Committee: _________________________, 2009 
 
 
Passed by Senate: _____________________________, 2009 
 
 
 
____________________________  __________________________    
Andrew Dusek,       Siri Smillie, 
Relations and Affairs Chair           Chair of the Senate 
 
